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The passive
Forms, uses, and contexts
1 Some examples of passive sentences:

Eng’iSh is spoken lelover th‘e world. subject + am/is/are going to + be + past participle
This product was invented in Sweden. ) .
I'm not going to be chosen for the team.

2 We use this pattern to form the passive:

subject + be + past participle Grammar in action

(For details on forming past participles, see p. 14.) 1 We use the passive when the person who ‘does’ the

verb is not important or we don't know who ‘does’ the
3 The form of be is different for different verb tenses: verb. The object of the verb is

PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE more important, so it becomes

bi Jis/ icipl the subject of the sentence and
subject + am/is/are + past participle A

I'm employed by a big company. The college was built in 1947.

PRESENT CONTINUOUS PASSIVE (= Some people built the

subject + am/is/are + being + past participle college in 1947.)
The road is being repaired. Here, the college is the subject of the sentence

PAST SIMPLE PASSIVE !oecause the man is talking a'\bout the college. He
. . is not talking about who built the college, and he
subject + was/were + past participle may not know who built it. He uses a passive verb

It was made in China. because the college is not the subject of the verb (the
PAST CONTINUOUS PASSIVE college did not build anything).
subject + was/were + being + past participle 2 We often use the passive in formal contexts, such as

People were being interviewed. public information (rules, signs, brochures, etc.) and

PRESENT PERFECT PASSIVE media reports:

subject + has/have + been + past participle Cycling is not permitted in this area. (Cycling is the
subject of the rule, not who does not allow it.)

He has been given a new job. Bookings can be made online. (Bookings is the subject

MODAL PASSIVE of the sentence, not the people making them).

subject + modal + be + past participle
Applications must be received before 12 May.

A Abad journey

Complete this story about a journey, using the past simple passive or past continuous
passive form of the verbs in brackets. You will need to use one past continuous
passive form and one negative form.

The journey to Italy was terrible. First of all, | got to the airport quite late. |
was. driven. . ° (drive) there in a taxi, but my taxi got stuck in traffic because the

and | had to find it myself. It was a terrible way to start the trip.
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B Tonight's news

Complete these news stories, using the passive form of the correct
verbs in the box. In each paragraph, use the same verb tense as the example.

World Cup shock

The national team

leave create annotince complete
buitd choose show name

New bridge planned for north . for the World Cup

. has been announced © and it
A new bridge 15 90in9 fo be built ° in the north of the . contains some surprises. Severa
country next year. Theplan ... ... . ' to the . newplayers . 4
public in June and the work ... ? within . for the squad for the
three years. Thousands of new jobs . ... ... ... .. *in . first time, a new captain
that part of the country. e > and a

i number of established players

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ s out.

C Ordering online

Complete the information and instructions from a company’s website, using the
verbs in brackets and the passive forms given after each sentence.

0 Allour products can be ordered (order) online. (can)

1 Orders ... (make) 24 hours a day. (can)

2 Allmajorcreditcards (accept). (present simple)

3 Orders ... (deliver) within 14 days. (will)

4 Adeliveryaddress (provide). (must)

5 Please wait.Yourorder (process). (present continuous)
6 Yourorder . . ... (send). (present perfect)

D Harry’s party

Complete this conversation between two friends, using the words below it and the
correct passive forms.

ADAM  Where was This.phofograph taken®?And ... "

IAN At Harry's party last week.

ADAM  Oh. . ... 2 to that.

IAN No, lknow. ... ... 3farinadvanceand .. ... * about it.
ADAM  Wasitagood party? .. ... 57

IAN Only about 20 people came. But it was good fun.
ADAM  What exactly is happening in this photograph?
IAN 5 in water and his friends are laughing.

ADAM  Well, .. 7 if someone did that to me. But Harry deserves it!
0 Where/this photograph/take 4 |ots of people/not/tell

1 when/it/take 5 How many people/invite

2 I/not/invite 6 Harry/cover

3 The party/not/plan 7 I/not/would/amuse
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The passive

Active and passive compared

4 Here is a comparison between active and passive forms:
PRESENT SIMPLE
ACTIVE  The price includes meals.
PASSIVE  Meals are included in the price.
PRESENT CONTINUOUS
ACTIVE
PASSIVE A man is being interviewed by police.
PAST SIMPLE
ACTIVE
PASSIVE  The problem was caused by him.
PAST CONTINUOUS
ACTIVE
PASSIVE  The road was being repaired.
PRESENT PERFECT
ACTIVE  They have sold all the tickets.
PASSIVE  All the tickets have been sold.
MODAL
ACTIVE  You can buy this book in most bookshops.
PASSIVE  This book can be bought in most bookshops.
GOING TO
ACTIVE

Police are interviewing a man.

He caused the problem.

People were repairing the road.

The manager is going to choose the team
tomorrow.

PASSIVE ~ The team is going to be chosen tomorrow.

5 We often use by after a passive verb form to say who
or what is the subject of the verb. We use by before
the‘agent’ (the person or thing that ‘does’ the action):

The programme is watched by millions of people.
(= Millions of people watch the programme.)
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

(= An adult must accompany children.)

E College information

Grammar in action

2 We use the active or the passive depending on what
is the main topic we are talking about or what we are
most interested in. We use the active if the subject
of the verb is the main topic, and the passive if the
subject of the sentence is not the subject of the verb
because the subject of the verb is not important or
not known:

Lions live in parts of Africa and

southern Asia. They belong to the cat | .- o
family. Lions are hunted and killed

in some places. They can be seen in T
many zoos.

Here, the topic is ‘lions’ ‘Lions’is the subject of ‘live’and
‘belong; and so those verbs are active. ‘Lions’is not the
subject of ‘hunted; ‘killed’ or ‘seen’ - other people hunt,
kill and see lions — and so those verbs are passive.

4} We use by + agent after a passive verb when it is
important to say who ‘does’ the verb because the
sentence would have no real meaning without this
information:

The painting ‘Sunflowers’ was painted by Vincent Van
Gogh. It is a very famous painting.

In the example, the main topic is the painting - it is
the subject of the next sentence. But the artist’s name
is important information. We use by + agent because
the sentence is about both the painting and the artist,
and the artist (the agent) is not the subject of the verb.

Complete the information from a college brochure by changing the active sentences

into passive sentences.

We offer excellent tuition at the college.

You can find details of all our courses on our website.

We do not give lessons on public holidays.

0

1

2

3 You must pay all course fees in advance.

4 We are introducing new courses at the college.
5

Students take tests at the end of every course.
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Excellent tuition.is offered. atthe college.
.................................................. on our website.

on public holidays.
__inadvance.

at the college.
at the end of every course.
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F Short story competition I,

This is an announcement on a children’s TV programme about a competition.
Rewrite the announcement, changing the active forms into passive forms with by.

As you know, this programme runs a short story competition every year, and every year,
children from all over the country send in stories for the competition. And | know that
many of you are creating fantastic stories right now. Last year a story called ‘Creeps’won
the competition and Ellie Stone, aged 12, wrote that story. The teenage magazine YLP
published it and many thousands of people all over the country read it. This year the film
director Marvin White is going to judge the competition. And this year, a film studio in
London is offering the top prize — Marvin will make the winning story into a short film
after the competition. This channel will show that film later in the year.

every year, and VerY YEAr | . .. ... ' from all over the
country for the competition. And Tknow that ... 2
rightnow.Lastyear . . 3 called‘Creeps’and
.......................................................................... *,aged 12
.......................................................................... SYLPANA e
all over the country. Thisyear, .. ... 7 Marvin White.
Andthisyear, . ® in London -

G Crime report

Complete this conversation in a police station by putting in the correct active

and passive verbs in the box. Which of these
words from exercise
will be seen ran will be found will help appeared was grabbed G describes a
will throw  will be written took has happened contained person, which one

describes an action
and which one

describes an event?
Write person, action

was being served  will be asked might remember wasn't seen
hasbeenstoten am being robbed will be returned

WOMAN  Can you help me? My bag lhas been sfolen® Someone ... ! or event.
itwhilelwasinashop.l . .. 2 by an assistant and suddenly it A finctetami
..................................... ? by someone. | shouted’l .. ... ......»*butitwas

too late.

OFFICER  OK. Can you wait here? In a few minutes you
colleagues.You ...
report . 7.

WOMAN | don’t know what he looked like and the incident 8

..................................... * by one of my
5 to give a description of this person and a

OFFICER  OK. My colleague
than you think.

WOMAN | hope so. It's very important. My bag
but no money. Perhaps the thief
..................................... '* by somebody.

OFFICER  Yes, it's possible that it
That kind of thing

..................................... '* my passport
_.Mitaway and it

..................................... 16 to you by a member of the public.
7 before.
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Word Skills

35 | can talk about crime

A What is crime? é %

Crime is activity which is against Glossary
the law: for example, if you steal

someone’s property, you are against the law against the rules of a country. syn illegal. opp legal.
committing a crime and breaking steal sth prstole - take sth belonging to sb else without permission.
the law. Some offences are only pp stolen
minor, e.g. illegal parking; but for property sth that belongs to you (e.g. a computer, jewellery).
more serious and especially violent  commit a crime do sth illegal.
crimes, e.g. killing or attacking break the law do sth illegal/against the law. opp obey the law.
someone, a person could go to . . . .

. . offence an illegal activity. syn crime. (The person is an
prison for a long time. o

offender / a criminal.)
potign minor not important. opp serious.

The noun crime can be countable violent using force to hurt sb physically. violence N.

and uncountable. kill sb make sb die.

Thf?"@ are many victims of violent attack sb start fighting or hurting sb.

crime (v). go to prison go to a place where criminals have to stay after

Itis a crime (c) to avoid paying tax. committing a crime. sy~ go to jail.

0 Circle the verbs below. Don't circle the other words.

offencemino@violentlawstealcrimeprisoncommitillegal
seriousattackcriminaloffendobey

9 Is the meaning the same or different? Write S or D.
» steal | take something belonging to someone without permission 3

1 illegal | against the law . 5 criminal | offender ..

2 anoffence| acrime ... 6 commit a crime | break the law ...
3 legal| illegal ... 7 prison | jail

4 kill someone | attack someone ... 8 minor crime | serious crime ......

9 Complete the sentences using a word from the box. Put the verbs in the correct form.

violent serious against break property steal jaill minor violence go v attack

» She did something terrible, and | heard that she went 4o prison.

1 Thereisalotof .............inthe centre of town at night.

2 Agroup of boys ... the man, but fortunately he wasn't badly hurt.

3 Theyoung man ............... my bike and sold it in the market.

4 was stolen from several houses in the street last night.

5 ltwasavery ... crime;several people had to go to hospital.

6 He committeda ... Crime, and he’ll probably go to ........ccccccocecooo....... fOr @ long time.

7 l'venever ... thelaw.

8 He parked in the wrong place; itwas only a........................ offence, but it's still .....................the law.

9 ‘ Test yourself. Look at the glossary words and cover the meanings. Can you
remember the meanings?
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B Types of crime §3

Crime The crime of ... Verb Criminal

theft ... taking something which He steals cars and sells them. thief
belongs to someone else
without permission.

robbery ... stealing from a person or They were planning to rob the bank. robber
place, often using violence.

burglary ... entering a building illegally They broke into the house and stole burglar
and stealing things from it. some jewellery.

shoplifting ... stealing things from a shop. She stole a skirt from the supermarket. shoplifter

mugging ... attacking someone in a He mugged people for their money late mugger
public place in order to steal at night.
from them.

assault ... hurting someone physically. He assaulted/attacked 1 attacker

a man. He stabbed' him.

murder ... killing someone deliberately He murdered his neighbour. 2 murderer
(= you wanted or plannedto ~ Why did he shoot? him? 5
do it)

‘ ) A U LI U
You steal money or things, but you rob a person or place.

Someone has stolen my bike. Thieves stole €2000 from the shop.
I was robbed at the football match. They robbed the museum last night.

6 One word in each sentence is wrong. Cross it out.
» Thieves, robbers, mureerers, and burglars 3 Shooting, assaulting, stabbing, and breaking

all steal property. into are all ways of attacking people physically.
1 Rob, steal, murder, and attacker are all 4 Mugging, assault, shoplifting, and murder are
verbs. all acts of violence.
2 Theft, mug, robbery, and assault are all 5 Muggqer, shoplifter, thief, and burglary are all
crimes. criminals.

6 Complete the sentences.

» The thief _stole  $1000.

1 Two robbers .. . into the museum and ... .. three paintings. A guard tried to
stop them, but one robber had a knife and .. h|m in the chest.

2 The driver killed a man, but it wasn't murder because he didn'tdoit ..

3 Someone .. ~me on the way home last night. He had a gun and said he would
B .me |f I drdn t give him money and my mobile phone. It was horrible.
4 He WI|| be in prison for the rest of his life for ... his wife. He bought a gun and
.. her while she was asleep.
5 A . broke into our house and took our jewellery and cameras.
The three men . . that bank because it was in a very quiet area.

0 ‘ Test yourself. Look at the crimes, and cover the other three columns. Can you
remember the meanings and the verbs?
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15 The passive
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10

was being repaired 6 were searched
was told 7 was taken out
was delayed 8 was charged

was put 9 wasn't shown
were given

is going to be shown 4 have been chosen
is going to be completed 5 have been named
are going to be created 6 have been left
can be made 4 must be provided
are accepted 5 is being processed
will be delivered 6 has been sent

when was it taken

| wasn't invited

The party wasn't planned

lots of people weren't told
How many people were invited
Harry is being covered

| wouldn’t be amused

Details of all our courses can be found
Lessons are not given

All course fees must be paid

New courses are being introduced
Tests are taken

stories are sent in by children

fantastic stories are being created by many of you
the competition was won by a story

that story was written by Ellie Stone

It was published by the teenage magazine

it was read by thousands of people

the competition is going to be judged by the film
director

the top prize is being offered by a film studio

the winning story will be made into a short film by
Marvin

That film will be shown by this channel
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G WORDFOCUS A event B action C person

1 took 10 ran

2 was being served 11 will help

3 was grabbed 12 might remember
4 am/’'m being robbed 13 contained

5 will be seen 14 will throw

6 will be asked 15  will be found

7 will be written 16  will be returned
8 wasn'tseen 17 has happened

9 appeared

(8l s Answers:
Word Skills

- Oxford Word Skills
N Intermediate

Unit 35
1 steal, commit, attack, offend, obey
21S 2S 3D 4D 5S 6S 7S 8D

3 1 violence 5 violent/serious
2 attacked 6 serious/violent, jail
3 stole 7 broken
4 Property 8 minor, against

5 These words are wrong
1 attacker
2 mug
3 breaking into
4 shoplifting
5 burglary

6 1 broke, stole, stabbed
2 deliberately
3 mugged/attacked, shoot/kill
4 murdering/killing, shot
5 thief/burglar
6 robbed
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